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Marr. Chap. v. Ver. 33, 4. „ 


bare heard, that it hath been ſaid, 6 them . 
of old Time, thou ſhalt not forſwear 7 fel, 
but ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine. Garbe. -- 
But 1 ſay unto Hou, Swear not at all; neither - 
by Heaven, for it is God's Throne; nor by. 
the Earth, fur it ij bis 0 neither x 
Feruſalem, Hor it 15 the | of the Great be "I 
King ; neither ſhalt thou ns by thy Head, 
becauſe thou cant not make one Hair white . If 
nor black : But let your Communication be. 
Yea, yea ; Nay, nay 3 /or What foever 1 is more 218 
than theſe cometh of Evil. 


U R Bleſſed Saviour, in ALF: Words, 
O is reſcuing the Third Commandment, we 
from che falſe Gloſſes and Comments 

of the Scribes and Phariſees ; and ling it fs 
as himſelf ſpeaks, ver. 17. i. e. eſtoring it 5 
do its full Senſe and Meaning. 
And it is to be obſerved, that he doth not 
here quote the Words of this Commandment, 
as he doth of the Sixth and Seventh, ven, 21 
and 27. of this Chapter, that ſays, Thou ſhalt 
not take the Name of the Lord thy God. i vain. 
Thou ſhalt ſwear neither falſely, nor lightly - 

and raſhly. The Gloſs ſays, Thou ſhalt not For. 
ſwear thy 2 But ſhalt perform unto the Lord 
thine Oaths. Hereby ins that nothing 
was * | 


[a7 


was prohibited in this Commandment, but 


only the Sin of Perjury. 


Being thus inſtructed, they made no Con- 
ſcience of Swearing in their common Dil- | 
n | 5 
Ts true, they had generally a great Vene- 
ration for the awful Name of God; and 
therefore choſe rather to ſwear by ſome of 
his Creatures. And if what they thus ſo- 
lemnly affirmed was true, they regarded not 
what, or how often, they ſwore. Vea, 
Their Doctors, by the Help of a ſubt il 
Diſtinction, had found out ſome Forms of 
Oaths, by which they might forfwear them- 
ſelves, without incurring any Guilt. 


This our Saviour expreſsly. charges them 


with, and denounceth a heavy Judgment up-- 
on them for it, Matt. xx11i. 16. where, 
fpeaking to the Scribes and Phariſees, he ſays, 
2 to you, ye blind Guides, which ſay, ubhoſo- 


ever ſhall fwear by the Temple, it is nothing, 


i. e. it is not obligatory : But whoſoever ſhall 
fwear by the Gold of the Temple, he is a Deb- 
tor, i. e. he is obliged to perform his Oath. 
And again, ver. 18. V hoſoever ſhall ſwear by 


_ the Altar, ye lay, it is nothing; but whoſoever 


ſhall fwear 7 the. Gift that is upon it, he is 
guilty, if he does not perform his Oath. Yea, 


So notorious was this Prevarication, and 
playing with Oaths, among that People, that 
Martial, the Roman Poet, takes Notice of it. 


E189) 

1 don't believe what you ſay; ſwear by the Li- 
ving God, and T will believe you. * 2 

Thus ſays our Saviour, Te have been taugbt 
and miſled: But I ſay unto you, ſwear not at. 
41. Where, at all ſeems plainly not to refer 

to what goes before, ſwear not; But to what. 
follows, ſwear not, in your common Conver- 
lation, at all, not by any Creature; zeither 
by Heaven, Vor it is God's Throne: And conſe- 

uently, whoſoever ſweareth by that, ſwearetb 
by him that fitteth in it; as himſelf further 
explains it, Matt. xxiii. 22. Neither by the 
Earth, for it is bis Footffool ; and he that ſwear- 
eth by it, ſweareth by him whole Footſtool 
it is. Neither by Feruſalem, for it is the City 
of the great King; and he that ſweareth *by 
it, ſweareth by him that dwelleth in it. Mei- 
ther ſhalt thou ſwear by thy Head, becauſe 
thine Head is not in thine own Power. Thou 
canſt not make one Hair of it; nay, which 
is leſs, thou canſt not give, to any onè Hair 
of it, its natural Colour, by making it either 
white or blach, EE PII 0 

All Swearing, by any Creature, is here 
forbidden ; which, as our Saviour here teaches, 
is either direct Nonſenſe, or elle, indirect 
ſwearing by God himſelf, the Creator of all 


I bings, viſible and inviſible. : 
Here is no Mention made of the Oath, 


which they always uſed upon ſolemn Occa- 
fions, even by the Direction of God himſelf, if 
„ Fer. 
Ecce negas, juraſque mihi, per Templa Tonantis, 

Non Credo, jura, Verpe, per Anchialum. * 
Lib. 11. Ep. 9g 


— PP 
A * — 2 a, = * * — — ä 0 — . 
. 


on ERR EP "VI. 
— — — — . 
—̃ a a4 * a * „ — — 
p wil m_— 5 - 55 
3 * 


AE ..@.- 


Pall I pardon thee for this? Thy Children have 


| OR 5 
Fer. iv. 2. Thou ſhalt ſwear, the Lord liveth, 
in Truth, in Tudgment, and in Riphtcouſneſs. 
So that, if the Thing be true of itſelf, of 
any Importance and Benefit to our Neighbour, 
and if it be done with Judgment, Diſcretion 
and Reverence, ſuch as becomes an Appeal 
to the great God, for a Witneſs of the Truth 
of what we ſay; and an Avenger of the In- 
fury, if it be /alſe : We may ſwear, The Lord 
liveth, or, So help me God. Nay, | 2 
It is ſo far from a Sin, that it is pleaſing 
and acceptable to God, as it is an Act of reli- 
gious Worſhip ; a giving him Glory, as being a 
racit Acknowledgment of the Omniſcience, Pow- 
er, and Fuſticc of him, to whom we appeal 
for the Truth of what we ſay. And there- 
fore is an Honour and Reſpect, which is due 
only to the ever-living aud true God. 3, 
Whenever therefore we ſwear, which 
ſometimes may be neceſſary, at leaſt expedient, 
we muſt, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. vi. 16. 
Swear by a Greater than ourſelves ; which, 
he tells us, was the Reaſon why God ſware 
by himſelf, viz. Becauſe there was not a 
greater to ſwear by. | 
By this Name alone then we are to ſwear. 
This is an Honour God will not give to an 
other. The Uſe of any other Natne is fach 


highly, that he ſeems to be under ſome Difh- 
culty to know how to pardon it. * How 


for 


= Jer, v. 7. 


an Affront to him, and which he reſents ſo 


[7 ] 
1 me, and ſworn by that which is not |} 
Our bleſſed Saviour therefore cannot be ſup- 
poſed, when he ſays, Swear not, to forbid 
that, which God himſelf often does; and 
therefore, cannot be ſinful. - That which is 
commended ; nay, that which is poſitively, 
commanded, in leyeral Places of Holy Scrips 
ture, * viz. Swearing by. the Name , God 
when it is done with Keverence, and upon 
any ſuſt and warrantable Occaſion : But ons 
ly Raſh-ſwearing, in our ordinary Converſation: 
As more plainly appears from what fol- 
lows. + I” = 
Let your Communication be Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay; or as St. Fames, F quoting this Prohi- 
bition of our Saviour's, more plainly expref- 
ſes it, Let your Tea, be yea; — your Nay, nay; 
which was a proverbial Way of expreſſing 
an honeſt Man; one whoſe Words and Ac- 
tions were both of a Piece; whoſe Promiſes 
and Performances conſtantly agreed : Where- 
as, when they ſpake of a Perſon of a con- 
trary Character, they ſaid, His Words were 
Tea and Nay; i. e. Nothing that he ſaid was 
to be depended upon. | 2 
Thus, St. Paul, with more than ordinary 
Vehemence aſſerting his Veracity, expreſſeth 
himſelf, || 4s God is true, [on ſuch Occaſion, 


you ſee, he ſeruples not to make uſe of an 
Oath} 


\ ® Devr. vi. . 3. and x. 20. Jer. iv. 2. 
Ch. v. Ver. 12. 
2 Cor. i. 18. 
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1 
Oath] our Word, towards you, was not Yea 
| and May; i. e. we did not now lay one Thing, 
| anon another. 2 & 

So that the plain Engliſh of theſe Words 
is, Let your Diſcourſe, or Speech, be plain 
and ſimple. 4firm what you know, or 
think, to be true; deny what you think to 
be otherwiſe, without confirming what you 
ſay by an Oath. For, | 97 
Hhatſoever is more than theſe, whatſoever 


l is beyond a bare Affirmation, or Negation, 


cometh of Evil ; proceedeth either from want 
of a due Regard to the awful Name of God, 


| or from want of Truth and Sincerity in'the 


r 
Tho', probably, it ſhould rather be ren- 
dered, as it generally is, when the Article is 
Joined with it, From the evil One, i. e. The 
Devil ; the Father of Oaths, as well as of 
Lies. And thus, St. James, ſpeaking of the 
Evils of the Tongue among others, ſays of 
it, That it is ſet on Fire of Hell T. Which 


certainly can never be more true, than when 


it vents itſelf in Oaths, and horrible Profa- 
nations of God's moſt holy Name. 
Having thus given you, what I take to 
be, the true Senſe and Meaning of the Words, 
I ſhall, in the further Proſecution of them, 


- ” 


endeavour, 


K To 


+ Ch. din 6. 


I. To diſſuade from the Uſe of raſh Oaths, 
in our ordinary Diſcourſe ; from the 
Conſideration of the Sin, the Folly, and if 
the Danger of this Practice. And. 

II. Shall briefly ſay ſomething, by way 
of Advice and Exhortation. And, 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to lay before you, 
the great Sinfulneſs of raſhly ſwearing in our 
common Diſcourſe ; or otherwiſe, gi 
and wantonly, profaning [to uſe God's own 
Words, Deut. xxviii. 58.] that glorious and 
Fearful Name, THE LORD THY GOD. 

An Oath. is the molt ſacred Thing in the 
World, and therefore never /ightly to be 
taken: And this glorious and Fearful Name 
never to be uſed, but with the great Devo- 
Hon. | 
It is what Devils dread and Angels worſhip ;. 
and therefore never ſhould be thought of, 
by Duſt and Aſhes, without trembling ; 
nor ever be mentioned without religious 
Adoration, without lifting up our Hands 
and Eyes, and Hearts too, to Heaven, the 
Place of his glorious Reſidence. _ | 
Ho grievous a Crime it is, to treat it 
with Irre verence; and how highly God re- 
ſents it; we may learn from the peculiar 
Sanction, which he has laid upon this Re- 
ftraint. In the other Commandments, he 
only ſaith, Thou ſhalt do, or, Thou ſhalt not 
do, this or that, But to guard againſt * 

| e 
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he tells us, that the Lord will not hold him 
ß, that taketh his Name in 
tis, not without Reaſon. 
For, tho' every Tranſgreſſion of any of 
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5 vr her. fearethᷣ an Qath. , 


IE Pſalm exi. 9. 
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vain. And 


ie Commandments be a. Contempt of his 


w, and an Afront to his Authority; this 
doth not only that, but flies in his Face; and 
not only diſobeys, but alſo defies him. I ſay 
again, with the Pſalmiſt , not only great 
And excelent, but holy and reverend 35 bis 
Mame; and, therefore, by no Means to be 


uſed in common Converſation. For that, 


| Which is holy, by common Uſe, is profaned ; and 


what is moſt Reverend by Familiarity, will 


ſ oon grow into Contempt. And thus the Wiſe 
Man diſtinguiſhes the profanc. and religious 


Perſon, viz. That the one ſweareth, and the 


For which Reaſon, our Saviour ſays, Swear 


not at all; and St. Fames, after him, Above 


all Things, Swear not TI. . 
One would think, that a Sin of ſo black a 
Nature, and ſo expreſsly forbidden, ſhould 


1 hardly ever be heard of, in a Country profeſ- 


ſing the Chriſtian Religion. 


And yet, alas! nothing is more common. 
DODur Language, «copious as it is, doth in 


no Reſpect more abound, than in Variety 


of -Oaths, and Curſes, and Forms of Prefane- 


. 


— 
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neſs, adapted ta the particular Profeſſons and. | 


 Complexions of Mãn. 
Soldiers generally ſeem to think no Q 


fit to come out of a military Mouth, Where 


there is no Mention of Blood or Wounds'; no 
Curſe but of Hell and Damnation. Theſe the 


beſtow .yery liberally upon every Yea, s, = 


deed, without any Occaſion. - And almo 


as much Fire and Najſe. of this Rind ſhall Þ} 


proceed from the Mouth of one of theſe Fong” 
of Thunder, as from the Diſcharge of an whole 
Many, too many, of our milit iy Men, 
give into this general Impiety. I Will not 

charge chem. all with it. No, now, as well! 
as in former Limes, there are ſome good Cen- 
rim, 206. of droput, Salffery, I] HOPE $08 


— 


are as G/uſfering,and nein, as the Finds and, 
Waves. And I coul with, the frequent” 


Sailors allo generally make. uſe of ſuch | 


Practice of this. helliſh Vice. was confined to 
thoſe who, ocoupy their: Bujine/s in the falt 5 


ters. But it is the Language of the Riz 
enn and ö which iS more. not. only of tho N 
ws ward p90. bie sf 9. er 


. al \Seafaring Met 


live nigh, them, 
Neither do 1 cha 
with it. No, I doubt not, but many, b 

ſeeing God's Works and Wonders in the Dt 


haye learned, not only with thoſe mentioned 


in the Ship with Torah, To call upon the Lord 
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in their Diftreſs,* but alſo To praiſe Him, and 


70 . ſpeak good / his Name; when He //illeth 
the Noiſe of the Waves, and bringeth them into 
the Haven where they would be. On the other 
26d," -- Eee aus | * 

There is lately ſprung up a numerous Race 
of Creatures, ſuch as formerly were ſcarce 
ever heard of among us, if not of /orcign 
Growth, at leaſt of foreign Breed, who, like 
the late imported Negro, ſeem to be Perfect in 
neither Sex, and may indifferently be clad in 
either. Theſe generally mince and ſlice their 
Qaths, if I may ſo ſpeak, into Scraps of Pro- 


Faneneſs T. And This they do, not at all 


with a Deſign to leſſen the Impiety (which 
poſſibly may be the Caſe of ſome others) but 
purely to ſpeak* in Character; there is, they 
think, a pretty 1485 and Delicacy in it. 
; There is another Claſs who uſe This awful 
Name, as an Interfection, or Note, of Admira- 
e Wen 
Theſe are a ſervile fawning Crew ; Weeds, 


4 . 


chiefly of Gallic Extraction, who,” upon eve- 


7 Thing that is ſaid, as if ſtruck with the 


arkling Wit, or the profound Wiſdom, of the 
eaker, immediately invoke the Great God, 
or his Eternal Son, at whoſe Name every Knee 


Jhould bow .; tho) what was faid was entire- 


Iy void of either Vit or Fudgment. 


"# Chip. „%% 
* + Egad, or, I vow to Gad. + | 
4 Good God! O my God! O Jeſu or, O Lord! 


- 
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No ſooner doth the Patron, or Great Man 
open his Mouth, but they ſtand ready, at 
the Expence of God's Honour, and in Con- 
tempt of His Majeſty, Thus impiouſly to ex- 
preſs their Affoniſpment; when there is no- 
thing to be admired, but their own Groſs, 
bares/aced Flattery, unleſs we add, the Emp- 
tineſs of the Bubble that is blown up by it. 
Others are apt, little leſs, to offend in the 
frequent Uſe * very pious Ejaculations, ſuch 
asGod bleſs, or, ſave you; God forgive, or, Lord, 
have Mercy upon me; when they conſider not 
what they are ſaying, and all the while, 
have not God in all their Thougbis. 
This is no leſs than a Profanation of God's 
moſt holy Name, which is never to be uſed 
without the greateſt Reſpe& and Reverence. 
And therefore, tho' the Matter be Good and 
Pious, the Manner is not ſo; and for that 
Reaſon, Their Prayer is turned into Sin. | 
And, Mi 
If Prayer, without due Devotion, be /in/ul, 
how Malignant muſt the Profane and Con- 
temptuous Uſe of God's holy Name be? And 
yet, there is ſcarce any Age, Sex or Condi- 
tion of Life, that is free from this horrid 
Guilt. | en PL - 
Children, Little Children, ſoon ape their 
Parents, and will often Ji out an Oath, be- 
fore they can well ſpeak. And when the 
are more ready with their Tongues, ſhall 
frequently be found to have a round Collection 
of Curſes, when they have not learn'd one 
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mort Collef, or, perhaps, can hardly ſay the 
i Lords Payer. % | 
it The Parents of ſuch Children would do 
| well to conſider the Heavy Curſe denounced 

| „ Tk Eli and his Houſe; and the Reaſon - 
aſſigned for it, viz. Becauſe his Sons made them- 
i ſelves Vile, or were Profane, and he refrained 
zbem not *. "I if | 
| The Fair Sex too begin not to be aſhamed 
a to /oal, and even to rain, their pretty 
Mouths, _— for better Things. viz. 20 
| 

| 

| 


1 bleſs God, and not to curſe Men +, with /oud- 
| founding Imprecations,, Vea, 
Even Perſons of 2uality do ſometimes ſo far 
forget God and Themſelves, as, in a peculiar 
Senfle, To take God's Name in vain. Theſe have 
an Exemption fromSwearing at all. Their Word 


of Honour, where the Oath of another Perſon 
| is required, is accepted from Them. And if 
{| they are excuſed, by others, from it, it is a 
| waving of their Privilege, a Sort of Degrad- 
i or Levelling themſelves with the Commons, 
and not even with the Beſt of Them, when- 
ever they /phbtly make uſe of it. TIE 
And with the Generality of the Vulgar, 


Thinking or Knowing any Thing of the Mat- 


| This is fo common, that they do it without 
' 
[ 


We 
| They make uſe of Oaths, as meer Exple 
mes, To plump their jejune Diſcourſe, and 
merely to fill up empty Sentences. Vea, ſo 

the rt that | AC» 


tray 7 N | 
Im. ini. 9. 


rs J 
accuſtomed are many to this Profane Lan- 
guage, that they call neither a nor anſwer 
a 2ueſtion, nor tell. a Story without them; 
throwing them out in ſo abſurd a Manner, 
that it is often a Queſtion, Whether the Stu- 
pidity or Impiety be the Greater. 
But calling them Eupletives is too ſ and 
indulgent a Term. Expletives, when well 
choſen, and judirzouſly ranged, add'a great 
Beauty. Witneſs That ſurpriſing Introduc- 
tion of the Apoſtle to what he had to fay, 
Phil. iii. 8. AA me d ys xat Hyg ua; What in 
the ſo-much-admired Plato, exceeds, yea comes 


up to This? This, among many ſuch, is a 


Specimen of what he could have done, had he 


thought it proper, to uſe the enticing Words of = 


Man's Wiſdom. *  _ A 

So that, 'tis plain, the Italian Wit + knew 
nothing of the Original. Otherwiſe he 
would not have told us, That he never read 
the Scriptures, leſt they ſhould ſpoil his Style and 


Manner of Writing, 


Oaths therefore are rather to be called Ex- 


creſcences; which are always attended with 


Defarmity. Theſe being juſt ſuch Embelh/b- 


ments to Diſcourſe, as an overgrown M art, 
or a livid Men would be to a air and beauti/ud 
Face. 8 1 
And yet, notwithſtanding the | grievous 
Sinfulneſs of it, many are grown ſo habitua- 

ted to it, that, as if it was the moſt indifc- 
"A | | Non rent 


® x7 Cor. 11. 4. | 
1 Cardinal Bembus. 
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rent Thing in the World, they profane 


do. | 


ſwear no more. And a third poſlibly 


F ſwear on; yea, and call upon God 70 
Bim, it he does not. | 


Caſe which often happens. 


. 


ames tells us, believe God and tremble.* 
theſe Reprobates [who yet acknowled 
God by Appealing to Him] are fo far 


that they make no Scruple to affront 


S , 

r 9 7 3 ds . Z — 
| e — 
— — Wot an 2 n — — ee 3 2 —. 


Him. ö 


There is one peculiar Circumſtance, 
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to be ſaid for it. | 
All other Sinners have ſomething to p 


and the ffrong Inclinations of their Tempe 


* James it, 19. 


This 


Fearful and Tremendous Name, without any 
Concern, or Thought, or knowing what they 


For Inſtance, if you rebuke for it, one 
perhaps, ſhall call God to witneſs, That he 
did not Swear. Another, ſomething more 
modeſtly,” ſhall do the fame, That he will 


ſhall 


curſe you for your Offciouſneſs ; and tell you, 
that maugre all you can ſay or do, he will 


damn 


4 As monſtrous as This may ſeem, it is a 


What Devils Incarnate muſt ſuch Wretches 
be? No, I do them Injury. The Devils, St. 


But 
e 4 
rom 


Trembling at the Greatneſs of his Majeſty, 


im, 


and ſeem to tate a Sort of Pleaſure in defying 


with 


reſpect to this Sin, which makes it exceeding- 
Y, and beyond Meaſure, Sinful, viz. That 


there is no Temptation to it; nothing at all 


lead, 


as the Frailty and HYeakneſs of their Mature, 


Ws | 
| ſay, 


1 7 
ſay, every other Sin promiſes either ſome 
Pleaſure or Advantage. And they who are 
led away by them, have Something, tho', 
God knows, but Little, in exchange for their 
Souls. 


of no Uſe or Value in the other: Morld, he 
knows, will do great Things in This. 
The Luxurious Perſon has ſome ſhort Gra- 


tification, "tho? but a Beaftly one, in the Va. 


riety of his Diſbes. It is for the Saur Buer 
2 true, but yet he is fr fatted. 

The Drunkard pleads the Groducſa: of his 
Hine, and the over-flowing Wit, with. which 
it inſpires his Companions. : 2 

The Adulterer, the re zee Charms 4 
Beauty. And it muſt be confeſſed that he 
has ſome foort Delight for the ſreere en 
he ſhall for ever ſuffer. 

The Ambitious Man too is gelen for A 
while: with his Honours, and reaps ſome Sort: 
of Satisfaction from the Reſpe#, which by 
the lower Crowd is paid to him. But, 

The profane Swearer is the verieſt Fool in 


e He courts Danmation for itſelſ; is 


the Devil's Voluntier ; fghts without Pay; and 
ſerves: without Fee or Reward. He cannot be 
faid To expoſe his Soul to Sale; no, in the 


Language of the Scriptures, with reſpect to 


the free Offer of Grace, he cries, Come Buy, 
without Money and without Price. * 


What 


* Iſa. ly. I. 


The Horldling 1 ben his Dive; which, tho? N 
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What Stupidity! nay, what Madneſs is 


This! Thus to offendGod and incur everlaſt- 


ing Miſery, for the doing of that, which gra- 
tines no Appetite 3 which has neither Phaſure 


nor Profit; no Form of Comelineſs, that \we. 
ſhould deſire it; Nay, not even the leaſt Pre- 
tence or Excuſe to be made for it! 
There can but one Reaſon be aſſigned 


for the Breach of this Commandment; and 


That is a very perverſe one, wiz. That we will 


ſwear, purely, Becauſe we are fonbidden it. 
And there is a great deal of Reaſon to believe, 
that, adobe Bk 

not at all, as the Apoſtle doth of Prayer, 
Swear, without ceafing; Theſe profane Wret- 
ches would, as much, have refrained from 
This, as they do from The otber. K 
And jo O monſtrous ] many have con- 


trated ſuch an habitual Practice of this Vice, 


a8, to be ſo full of Inpiety, ſo Teeming with 
it, that, whenſoe ver an Embargo is 4 
on their Tongues, by the awful Preſence of a 
| Perſon eminent for his Piety, 
They afe chen ready to burſt, like new 
Wine pent up in ſtrong Casks. Inſomuch 


that, as ſoon as the Reſtraint is removed, 
They ſeem to take a Pleaſure, and expreſs 


a grout Satisfaction, as if Nature were 
really caſed by the Diſcharge. I come 


- 
4 


: "7 econdly, 


3 


viour ſaid, inſtead of, Swear 


Y 
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- Secondly, But more briefly, to ſhewthe 


Folly and Abſurdity of this Vice, I have al- 
ready ſhe wn, that naturally it is attended nei- 
ther with Pleaſure, nor Profit. Nay, ſo far 
it is from contributing at all to the Latter, 
that, on the contrary, were the Law put in 
Execution, it would be very Expen/rve, and 
not a few, in a little Time, would ſwear 


away all their Goods and Chattels. And when 


they had done This, there is ſtill a further 
Penalty, viz. To be confined in the Stocks ; 


and There to fit, ſo many Hours, as they 


have ſworn Oaths; a Speftacle, a ſhameful 1 
Spectacle, to all Perſons of Religion and So- 


briety. 


But what I chiefly intend to ſhew, under. 
this Head, is, That Swearing never anſwers. . 


the End, it was deſigned to ſerve. ' / 


The principal End of which [if the Words, 


are rightly rendered, in our Tranſlation, 
whatſoever is more than a bare Affrmation,” or 


Negation, cometh of Evil] ſeemeth to be, To | 


gain Credit by it. 


- When a Perſon is ſuſpected of Prevarica- 4 


tion and Lying, he commonly has Recourſe 


to Aſſeverations and Oaths, one of the t 


Remedies for a broken Reputation, and which 


rather weaken than corroberate the Evidence. 
Theſe, as Wapers, are ſometimes called Fools, 


but are, as often, Knave's Arguments; and 


re much ſtronger Proofs of -Perfidiouſneſs, 
D: _ 


han of Fidelity, 
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This the Swearer ſeems to 1 7 


vig. That he is not to be belie ved, upon his 


bare Word. TS 


As theWord of an honeſtMan is as good as 
his Oath ; ſo, on the other Hand, the Oath of 
a falſe Wretch muſt be looked upon, as not 
one Jot better than his Word. No; accord- 
ing to the old Greet Proverb, The Man doth: 
not gain Credit from the Oath, but the Oath 


from the Man.“ ; 


Others do it, with other Views. Some 


| ſwear to ſhew their Courage; or rather, to ſup- 


ply the Want of it. They think, Hereby, to 
ſtrike an Awe and Terror into the Hearers ; 
and that, the Louder they are in this Sort of 
Language, the Braver Fellows they ſhall 
ſeem to be. 1 
But it is a true Obſervation, That Courage 
hath this Property of Water, viz. That the 
Greater the One, and the Deeper the Other, 
the more /#i/] and calm they always are. 
Some think, Hereby, to ſhew their Wit. 
Becauſe ſome very witty Perſons have been 
Prafane; there have been ſome ſo very Ridi- 
culous, as to think, that, To be Profane is, 


To be Witty. But Profaneneſs and Mit are, 


by no Means, convertible Terms. Every wit- 


ty Man, *tis true, may be Profane; but eve- 
ry Profane Perſon is not therefore witty. 
Luaſtly, | | 


By ſome, it 1s thought Genteel. But ſup- 
poſe it were Faſhionable; [which, perhaps, 
c it 


* Our &pdess pros Tisrs . A Gprar ,. 
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it may be too much] who would be proud 
of a Faſhion, which every one can inſtantly 
come into? F | 

A Beggar can ſwear as loud as a Prince; 
and he, that has but Forty Shillings ; nay, 
he, that has not one Groat, can expend as 


many Oaths, upon Occaſion, as he, that has 


Thouſands per Aunum. 
But it is ſo far from being Genteel, or an In- 


ſtance of good Breeding, that it is certainly 


the moſt unmannerly Thing in the World. 

A Gentleman of the Army, ſhould any one, 
in his Preſence, diſpute His a * Title, 
or ſpeak any ways diſreſpectfully of his 
Perſon or Government, would, doubtleſs, 
think himſelf obliged to reſent it ; and call 
the Offender to Account for his unmannerly 
Folly. This, no one could blame. Every 
one would ſay, he was juſtly corrected for 
his Impertinence and L Manners. by 

To avoid which Imputation, Men gene- 
rally forbear Swearing, in the Preſence of a 
Clergy-man. And why not alſo, in the Pre- 
ſence of every Chriſtian? For, as Clergy-men 
are God's Heraulds; 1o every Chriſtian is his 
Soldier. In their Baptiſm, they took the 
Sacramental Oath ; lifted themſelves into His 


Service; and engaged, to bear true and 


faithful Allegiance to Him, all the Days of 
their Life. They, in the Modern Phraſe, 


All eat his Bread, All wear His Cloth; and 
are under Infinite Obligations to Him : For 
in Him they live, and move, and have their very 

D 2 Being; 


| 
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Being; as alſo, 


And hereafter. 
Whenever, therefore, any Perſon ſwears, 
or treats the Name of Cod with Irreverence, 
and Thereby ſhews himſelf Diſafßected, and an 
Enemy, to Him: [For whoſoever defies God, 
were it in his Power, would dethrone Him 
too] Every one, who calls himſelf Chriſtian, 
if he really be, what he pretends and profeſſes 
himſelf to be, cannot but reſent it ; and ſome 


way or other ſhew his Diſpleaſure againſt 


him. I propoſed in the 


Third Place, To diſſuade from this Sin, 
from the great Danger of it. Every Sin, 
in the next World, will certainly meet with 
its deſerved Reward. But every Sinner ſhall 
not be puniſhed, in an equal Degree. No, 
As there are different Manſions in Heaven; ſo 


- 


their Well-being, both here, 


alſo, are there, in the Regions of Darkneſs. 


And the Portion of thoſe who Perſonally af- 
Front God, and fly in His very Face, we 
have great Reaſon to believe, ſhall be, a- 
mong their odd Companions, the Unbelievers, 
as our Saviour ſpeaks *, intimating ſome par- 
ticular Place of Puniſhment, aſſigned for the 


moſt flagrant Offenders. They ſhall then, 


as *tis repreſented, Rev. xxi. 10, 11. Gnaw 
their Tongues, thoſe Inſtruments of Impiety, 
on Pains, and continue to do, what they now 
do in Wantonneſs, viz. Blaſpheme the God of, 
Heaven But it ſhall be thro' Ex 


Rage, Anguiſh and Deſpair. 


* Luke xii. 46. 


tremity of 


4 


Th 


> 
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Tho' God, in his Infinite Mercy, bear 
long with them, yet they ſhall find, that 
the Damnation, which they have ſo often 
__ to themſelves, ſhall not be in vain. 
ut, 10 
For ſome Sins, and This among others, 
God has not only reſerved future Vengeance; 
but has threatened, and fometimes executed, 
hy. ſevere Puniſhments, in this World. 
o ſuch, as are guilty of it, I ſhall recom- 
mend to their Conſideration, ſome>remark- 
able Sayings of the Son of Sirach, Eccleſ. 
Xxiii. who, if he was not inſpired, muſt yet 
be allowed to be a very wile and good Man. 
There is a Ward, lays he, which is cloathed 
with Death; God grant, that it be not found 
in the Heritage of Facob. And what that 
Word is, he tells us ſoon after, ſaying ; Uſe 
not thy Mouth to intemperate Swearing ; for 
Therem is the Word of Sin. A Man, that 
uſeth much Swearing, ſhall be filled with Ini- 
quity. God will give him up, to follow his 
own Heart's Luſts. There is a ſpiritual 
Curſe; - and a Temporal one follows. The 
Plague ſhall never depart from his Houſe ; ſhall 
extend beyond the Third and Fourth Gene- 
ration: And as God ſpeaks of Eli *. The Ini- - 
quity of it hall not be purged with Sacrifice, 
nor Offering for ever. What this dreadful - 
Curſe meaneth [ſomething very dreadful to. 
be ſure] they, who have incurred the Guilt, 
would do well to conſider. | 1 
| c 


* Sam. iii. 14. 


24 
But were not Raſh-ſwearing, of itſelf, of 
ſuch dangerous 1 yet certainly 
it ought to be avoided, as it muſt often in- 
fallibly lead into the moſt Heinous, and 
hardly-ever-to-be-forgiven Sin of Perjury. But, 
further, RR. oe | 

This Sin is of ill Conſequence to whole 
Nations, as well as to private Perſons. Be- 
cauſe of Swearing, the Prophet tells us, The 
Land mourneth, * 

We are engaged, I cannot yet ſay, in a 
Bloody War. But how bloody, and what the 
e 8 of it may be, God only knows. 
Now, when the Hot goeth forth to war, 
God Himſelf ſays, + Then, then in a particu- 
lar Manner, Keep thee from every wicked 
Thing. Then, we are o lay aſſde every Weight. 
and the Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us; Thoſe 
which have the moit Entanglements and Allure- 
ments. And Then, certainly we are more 
eſpecially concern'd, to put away This ac- 
curſed Thing. Unleſs we do This, we cannot 
expett God to go forth with our Hoſts. And 
This may very eafily be parted with ; The 
. contrary Pity, very eaſily be obſerved. For 
where is the Difficulty of not Swearing at all? 
Some others, indeed, may ſtick cloſe to 
our Natures; may, as our Saviour ſpeaks, be 
even as the Cutting 9 an Hand, or Plucking 
out an Eye: Which, however, muſt be done, 
or we are undone. But if we will not lay 
aſide This, it is very plain, we ſhall never be 
Jer. xxiii, 10. | 
T Deut. xxiii. 9. 
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prevailed upon, to part with Thoſe, which 
are more enſnaring and inviting. And then, 
in vain, ſhall we daily repeat the Collect ap- 
pointed to be uſed in Time of War, wherein 
we acknowledge, That it belongeth to God, 


It is His Property, to puniſh Sinners, and b 


be merci/ul to thoſe only, who truly repent. 
And, 

As for the Sa/ety of our Country; fo alſo, 
for the Honour of our Church, let us forbea 
this ſinful and ſcandalous Practice. 4 
Me are often reproached, that many 
Members of our Church allow themſelves in 
the Commiſſion of this Sin. And it muſt be 
acknowledged,that many,who call themſelves 
ſuch, do practiſe it more, than they com- 
monly do, who diſſent from us. But; they 
ſhould conſider, that they are not all Iſrael, 
who are of Iſrael *: And whatever they may 
think, it is no Diſhonour at all to anyChurch, 
that Men of no Religion [provided That 
Church allows of no Indulgence, either to 
This, or any other Vice] profeſs themſelves 
Members of it. It is plain, they think it 
the Bef. And could they tie themſelves up 
to the Reffraints of Religion, would jointhem- . 
ſelves to it. | | 
But they, who make this Obje&ion, if they 
had any Modeſty, ſhould-ſay nothing. They 
being, I may, without Breach of Charity, 
ſay it, juſtly, in fome Meaſure, chargeable 
with it. ell 


About. 


'* Rom, ix. 6. 


467] 


About a Century ago, quite another Spirit 
prevailed in this Nation. Praying was then 
almoſt as common, as now, is Swearing. 
Scarce any Thing was heard, but a Profeſſion 
of Godlineſs, without either Honey, Humili- 


ty, or Charity, or, indeed, any other Grace or 


Firtue, WD 1 BODE 7 2) 
Theſe Saints, for ſo they called themſelves, 


bad, by their vile Hypocriſy, ſo defarmed 


the Beauty of Religion, ſo diſgraced it to the 
World, as to render che Pro7e/on of it, in 
ſome/Meafure, Scandalous ; inſomuch, that 
2 great many modeſt and well-meaning Per- 


ſons, not ſo much, to diſponour God, as to re- 


commend themſelves to Men, choſe to appear, 
yea, to be Profane; purely, That they 
might not be reckoned in the Number of 
theſe Godly Sinners. 5 
This, I verily believe, was a great Occa- 
ſion of the Pilldluteneſs, which followed the 


Reſtauration, and hath, even till this Day, 


continued among us. 7 
I come now, 


Secondly, and but very briefly, to ſay ſome- 
thing, by Way of Advice and Exhortation. 
mm: | e 121 
Firſt, Let all ſuch, who ever give into this 
Fooliſh Vice, [for now, I hope, you will al- 
low me, to call it ſo] abſtam from Gaming. 
None, I believe, uſe ſuch Blaſpbemous Ex- 

reſſions, and vehement Execrations: None, as 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, ſo ſet their Mouths againſt 
| Hea- 
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Heaven, and dart up ſuch impudent Defiante 

againſt The Almighty ; as the enraged lan 
Gamefter, when the Cards and Dice run 
againſt him. And This, not only when the 
Stake is of great Value, but often, when the 
RN 16 a Triflfe. e 
They, who are moſt guilty in this Re- 
fpet, I dare ſay, if they reflect, will be 
forced to acknowledge, that, upon this Oc- 
caſion, if I may be allowed here to ule a 
modern Phraſe, They outdo their uſual Out- 
doings. And, | ; of SAG 
Which may juſtify my Uſe of it, The Au- 
thor, if Jam nat miſinformed, was but too 
5 ts Inftance of che Truth of my 
Poſition. 1 44 
_ Secondly, Let them alſo abſtain from 
Drinking. When the Fumes of Liquor take 
Poſſeſſion of the empty Pate; Then, in his 
own Conceit, every Fool is wiſe, every Beg- 
gar, a Prince. He regards not Man; yea, 
he Fears nat God: But often impudently de- 
fies and out: bra ves Heaven and challengeth 
even Omniparence itſelf, to do its worſt. 
Some will tell you, and they think, *Tzs 
an Excuſe, That they never Swear, but when 
they are in Drink. But one Sin is ſo far from 
eva, another, that, It is rather an A- 
gard vation of both. Tho' theſe would not 
ben Swear, did they not accuſtom themſelves 
to it at other Times. It is not certainly the 
Matural EGF of Drink. Were it ſo, " 


= 
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All that are Drunk would Swear too; which 
I believe is not the Caſe. 8 
In order, therefore, wholly to lay it aſide, 

EF the: '-' ed s 
Third Place, Take diligent Heed to our 
Words; be very careful, what we ſpeak; 
and more e , lince our! Judge Himſelf 
has told us, that, By our. Words we ſhall be 
juſtified, and by our Words we ſhall be con- 
. r | 
By thus taking Heed to our Words, we 
may break off this evil Cuſtom ;, another Ex- 
cuſe, often' made for it. But the worſt that 
can. be; unleſs the repeated Continuance of a 
Fault may be allowed to be a Leſſening of it. 
Beſides, N | > 
Cuſtom, in this Caſe, has not the ſame 
Plea, as in many others. It may be, yea, 
i doubtleſs it is, difficult to leave off thoſe 
l! Sins, we have long indulged ourſelves in, 
4 to which we are ſtrongly inclined, by our 
5 Conſtitutions and Tempers; which cannot be 
5 ſaid of This. No, Practice alone brought it; 
| | and the Diſſe of that Practice would ſoon 
| 


{0 break it off. However, if of ourſelves we 
5 cannot do this, err | 

i! Let us call in the Aſſiſtance of Heaven; 
and daily, and earneſtly, pray to God, That 
He would /et a Watch before our Mouths, and 
"keep the Door of our Lips; and enable us, by 
His Grace, /o to take heed to our Ways, as not 
8 he 1 + _ 


ll Matt. xii. 37. 
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ro offend, either in this, or in any other Re- 
ſpect, with our Tongues. | 1 
Some other Methods have been propoſed, 
as, To ſet a Vine upon, or to enjoin ourſelves 
a Faſt, upon every Tranſgreſſion; and To 
deſire our Friends freely to reprove us, when- : 
ever we are guilty of it. 4: 
Friends, indeed, without being defired, 
ſhould be always ready to do it. But I am. 
not of Opinion, that every Man, no, not 
every Clergyman, upon all Occaſions, and to 
every Perſon, is obliged to do This. 
Some very well-meaning, but warm Men, 
have looked upon it, as an indiſpenſable Du- 
ty, at all Adventures, To reprove all Of-, 
Fenders, of every Rank and Degree, who fall in 
their Way. And for This, urge the Apo- 
{tle's Injunction * Preach the Word: Be In- 
ſtant, in Seaſon, out of Seaſon; Reprove, Re- 
buke and Exhort. But theſe Words, when 
examined, enjoin no ſuch Thing. He bids, 
indeed, to Preach the Word, and to be In- 
ſtant in this Work, in Seaſon; and out of 
Seaſon : But he doth not ſay, Reprove and Re- 
buke, in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon too. No, 
we are, indeed, always to reprove, when it 
may properly be done: But That is not al- 
ways. And no Chriſtian Duty whatſoever 
requires ſo much Caution and Prudence, as 
This of Brotherly Admonition; and more 
eſpecially, Father iy Reproof. 8 


RK 2 -:4.To 


* Tim. iy, 2. 
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Io feprove then, is not the indifpenſable 
Duty of every Perſon; at leaſt, not at every 
Time. There being, as Solomon tells us *, 
a Time to keep Silence, and a Time to Speak. 
The Eud of it is, To do Good. And when 
This may reaſonably be expected; it ought 
in no wiſe, to be omitted. But a Blunt, 
Too-familiar, and H1-timed Reproof ſometimes 
doth Harm; and Hardens inſtead of Reclaim- 
ing. We ſhould, therefore, always obferve 
the Rules, not only of Civility, but of Pru- 
dence. The Wiſe-man having left us entire- 
ly at our Liberty, to uſe our own Diſcretion, 
either To anſwer,” or Not to anſwer a Fool, ac- 
cording to his Folly +. | 

Nay, when Men are o3/#inately wicked and 
incorrigible, we are, in expreſs Terms, bid, 
Not to do it; and by our Saviour Himſelf 
too: + Give not that which is Holy to Dogs; 
neither caſt ye your Pearls beforeSwine. For this 
Reaſon, Le they trample them under their Feet , 
and not only rejeff your Admonitions, but al- 
fo Mom and injure your Perſons ; Leſt they 
alſo tutn again and rend you: 

But then, if we judge it not proper to Re- 
prove; we muſt be very careful, That we do 
not any-ways countenance and approve what is 
Evil. Which, if we do, as we ſhall be Par- 
takers of other Men's Sins, ſo ſhall we of 
their Puniſpment too. {JA 

F Such 


FEceleſ. iii. 4. 
F Prov. xxvi. 4, 5. 
+ Matt. vii. 6. 


6 

Such Offenders are to be left to the Mi- 
rate. But then others mult” inform him. 

Which, tho? otherwiſe often repreſented, is 
no Scandalous, But when done with Imparti- 
_ ality, and from a true Chriſtian Principle, a 
| Reputable, yea, an Honourable Office. And 
it is not ſufficient, That we Swear not at all 
ourſelves, unleſs we endeayour alſo, To pre- 
vent it in others. ; 

More, much, more, might be ſaid. Bur 
what has been already ſaid, I hope, will be 
_ ſufficient, To diſfuade from ſo great a Sin; 
which has ſo little, indeed, nothing, to be 
ſaid for it. J nw” 
__ God grant, That I may, neither ſpeak, nor 

you hear, this Day, in vain. And in order 
thereto, Let me beleech you daily to pray 
in the Words of Holy David, Plal. xix. Keep 
thy Servant, O Lord, from this preſumptuous, 

Sin. Let it not have Dominion over me. But 
the Words of my Mouth, and the Meditations off 
my Heart be, always acceptable in Thy Sigbt, Q 
Lord, my Strength, and my Redeemer. To 
which Redeemer, with The Father, and The 
Holy Spirit, be aſcribed all Honour, Glory, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both now 


and for eyer. Amen. 
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i  Fortins, ac melius, magnas plerumgue ſecat res. 
Anita Patria, amica Urbs, amica Curia, amicus Exer- 


citus, ſed magis amica R TUS. 
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lately imported among us, conſidered. With 


